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HOTELS = GOLF COURSES = SPAS = CRUISES



For golf this year, round numbers are
nice. It has been 115 years since the
first U.S. Open and 150 years since the
first Open Championship. Both are
returning this year to be played at our
two first-place picks — PEBBLE BEACH
GOLF LINKS for the U.S, Open (for the
fifth time) and THE OLD COURSE AT
ST ANDREWS for The Open Champ-
ionship. The latter event will roam
over the ancient links for the 28th
time. Of course, 28 isn’t a round
number, but Celebrated Living
readers certainly played some
interesting numbers games with this
year’s Platinum List votes.

They vaulted the HARBOUR TOWN
GOLF LINKS from seventh to third
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place, for example, The Sea Pines
Resort perhaps receiving a boost
from the resort’s new Heron Point
by Pete Dye course.

Arnold Palmer’s BAY HILL CLUB made
an even more impressive ten-spot
leap following the reopening of the
Championship course in September
after a tweaking under the watchful
eye of Palmer himself,

The 2009 U.S. Open course made
the biggest move of all: BETHPAGE BLACK
jumped a dozen spots, from 20th to
eighth, albeit in a three-way tie, with
COG HILL #4 and MONARCH BEACH GOLF
LINKS (which also moved up 10 spots),
for the hotly contested slot. This is a
tribute not only to the fierce loyalties

. Your picks for top golf courses are
championship-caliber — just witness
how many are hosting tournaments

of CL readers but also to geographic
diversity, as the courses are within
striking distance of three of our great
metropolises — New York, Chicago,
and Los Angeles, respectively.

The Tour pros and eventual
winner Lucas Glover had to trudge
around a rain-soaked and muddy
Bethpage Black at last year's Open,
but according to Bethpage State
Park director Dave Catalano, “We've
recovered very nicely, with the
assistance of the USGA.”

Cog Hill is the venue for the BMW
Championship in early September,
and this year’s defending champ is
Tiger Woods. And the host course of
the HP Byron Nelson Championship,



Readers' Choice Platinum List

Top 20 U.S.

1. Pebble Beach Golf Links, California 11. The Plantation Course, Maui, Hawaii
(BOO) 654-9300, pebblebeach.com (800) 527-2582, kapaluamaui.com

2. Torrey Pines (South Course), 12, The Challenge at Manele, Lanai, Hawaii
La Jolla, California (808) 565-2000,
(800) 985-4653, fourseasons.com/manelebay
torreypinesgolfcourse.com 13. Blackwolf Run (River Course),

3. Harbour Town Golf Links, Kohler, Wisconsin (tie)
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina (800) 344-2838, destinationkohler.com
(866) 561-8802, seapines.com 13. TPC Four Seasons Las Colinas,

4, Mauna Kea Golf Course, Kohala Irving, Texas (tie)
Coast, Hawaii (808) 882-5405, (972) 717-2499,
princeresortshawaii.com fourseasons.com/dallas

5. Bay Hill Club, Orlando, Florida 15. Pinehurst No. 2, North Carolina
(888) 422-9445, bayhill.com (800) 487-4653, pinehurst.com

6. Fazio Canyons at Barton Creek, 16. The Ocean Course,
Austin, Texas Kiawah Island, South Carolina
(866) 572-7369, bartoncreek.com (800) 576-1570, kiawahresort.com

7. Spyglass Hill Golf Course, 17. Bandon Dunes, Bandon, Oregon (tie)
Pebhle Beach, California (888) 345-6008,
(B00) 654-9300, pebblebeach.com bandondunesgolf.com

8. Bethpage Black, Farmingdale, 17. Whistling Straits (Straits Course),
New York (tie) Mosel, Wisconsin (tie)
(516) 249-0707, (800) 344-2838,
nysparks.state.ny.us/golf-courses/ destinationkohler.com
11/course-information.aspx 19. Troon North (Monument),

8. Cog Hill #4, Lemont, lllinois (tie) Scottsdale, Arizona
(B66) 264-4455, coghillgolf.com (888) B76-6687, troonnorthgolf.com

8. Monarch Beach Golf Links, 20. Prince Course, Kauai, Hawaii

il Dana Point, California (tie) (800) 826-1105, princeville.com
(949) 240-8247, stregismb.com
the TPC FOUR SEASONS LAS COLINAS, is in its
second year on the list. (Note: The Hall

of Champions, next to the Pro Shop, is
not to be missed for its trove of Byron
Nelson golf memorabilia.) Our other
Texas entry is the FAZIO CANYONS AT
BARTON CREEK.

The PRINCE COURSE regained its spot
on the list after a year’s rest, perhaps
following readers’ chances to enjoy
the amenities at the new St. Regis
Princeville Resort, which debuted in
October. The MAUNA KEA GOLF COURSE, THE
PLANTATION COURSE at Kapalua Resort, and
THE CHALLENGE AT MANELE round out the
Hawaiian contingent.

Not unlike the windswept WHISTLING
STRAITS (and tied with it), is BANDON

Prince Coucse, Kauvai










