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>KENNY PERRY: NO REGRETS, p48
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> BIGGER, DEEPER BUNKERS, P58




THE GOLF LIFE

No. 8 at Corales Golf Club

Colorful Rorschach test

CORALES’ SPLENDID SETTING OVERWHELMS THE SENSES

Each month,
Golfweek profiles
a course that is on
a Golfweek's Best
list or might be -

a candidate
for inclusion.

>

By Bradley S. Klein
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
Whether it’s the quality of the light, the
effect of the sea or simply the sharpness
of the design, there’s something about
Corales Golf Club that is just overwhelming.
Of course, golf is always fascinating when
played on land that touches the sea. Here
on the eastern shore, the game is additionally
blessed by tropical warmth and the stark
crystalline blue that’s tossed back and forth
between the sky and the Caribbean Sea.
The same heat in a desert climate would
be searing and oppressive because there
the dominant tones are flash white, red
and ocher. But along this coast the sensory
experience leans toward the cooler side
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of the color wheel. Instead of shimmering
in some torpid heat, shapes assume a steely
coherence and lucidity that is calming,
peaceful and stable.

It takes a designer’s eye to plan all of this,
and the considerable virtue of Corales is that
the team involved course architects, artists
and visionaries. Tom Fazio and his associate
Tom Marzolf did the golf course, but the
setting - the palette of plant materials and its
juxtaposition of turf against rocky shoreline —
was the deliberate choice of the principals
of the 15,000-acre Punta Cana Resort. That
includes fashion designer Oscar de la Renta,
singer Julio Iglesias, pioneering Dominican
land planner Frank Rainieri and former labor
attorney Theodore Kheel.







