PUNTACANA RESORT & CLUB RECEIVES PRESTIGOIUS ADRIAN AWARD
AS LEADER IN SUSTAINABLE TOURISM BY HSMAI AND NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC TRAVELER
Puntacana Resort & Club Receives Top Honors for Leadership & Innovation in
Sustainable Tourism at the Hospitality Sales & Marketing Association International’s
(HSMAI) 56th annual Adrian Awards
New York, NY (January 29, 2013) – More than 900 industry and agency professionals gathered
at the New York Marriott Marquis Monday evening in celebration of the Hospitality Sales &
Marketing Association International’s (HSMAI) 56th annual Adrian Awards. The evening’s focus
was to honor those who have created exceptional advertising, digital marketing and public
relations campaigns in the hospitality, travel and tourism industries.
“HSMAI was astounded by the amount of talent we found through submissions for the Adrian
Awards,” said Robert A. Gilbert, CHME, CHBA, president and CEO of HSMAI. “The amount of
creativity and dedication in each campaign is unmatched, and each honoree should be immensely
proud of their work.”
HSMAI received slightly more than 1,200 submissions attained on a worldwide scale for the
2012 Adrian Awards. Among them, Platinum winners were selected from the entries seen as the
most superlative Gold winners, including Puntacana Resort & Club which received the top
distinction as the winner of the prestigious Leader in Sustainable Tourism Award presented by
HSMAI and National Geographic Traveler.
The award acknowledges the resort for having shown demonstrable leadership and innovation in
preserving and communicating an authentic sense of place through a wisely managed tourism
campaign. Nominees in the category were judged by how their efforts preserve the
environmental, cultural and historic integrity of a destination, and how the program demonstrated
leadership, innovation and accomplished its goals.
In attendance to receive the award were Robert Kheel, a member of the Board of Directors of
Grupo Puntacana, and Jake Kheel, environmental director for Grupo Puntacana and the head of
the Puntacana Ecological Foundation, a not-for-profit entity that spearheads innovative and
groundbreaking practices in sustainable tourism that strive to maintain harmony with the
environment and local community. Puntacana Resort & Club, a luxury resort community owned
and operated by Grupo Puntacana, has been a pioneer of sustainable tourism since its inception,
and is committed to continuing its robust environmental and social initiatives. Its efforts include
water treatment, waste management, recycling, energy conservation, and natural-resources and
coastal preservation.
“We are humbled to be honored for our ongoing dedication to pioneer new methods of
sustainable tourism,” said Jake Kheel. “Our aim continues to be both local and global in that we
are working to enrich the local ecology and community and also create scalable methods of
sustainable tourism that can be adopted by other organizations worldwide.”
Founded in 1957, the Adrian Awards embraces every segment of the industry, including hotels,
airlines, cruise lines, car rental companies, destinations, credit card companies and more. Winners
are selected from a field of more than 1,200 entries by senior industry and media experts. For
more information, visit www.adrianawards.com.

About HSMAI
The Hospitality Sales and Marketing Association International (HSMAI) is committed to growing
business for hotels and their partners, and is the industry’s leading advocate for intelligent,
sustainable hotel revenue growth. The association provides hotel professionals & their partners
with tools, insights, and expertise to fuel sales, inspire marketing, and optimize revenue through
programs such as HSMAI’s MEET, Adrian Awards, and Revenue Optimization Conference.
HSMAI is an individual membership organization comprising more than 7,000 members
worldwide, with 40 chapters in the Americas Region. Connect with HSMAI at www.hsmai.org,
www.facebook.com/hsmai, www.twitter.com/hsmai and www.youtube.com/hsmai1.

About Puntacana Resort & Club
The development of Grupo Puntacana dates back to 1969 when Dominican businessman and
hotelier Frank R. Rainieri and Theodore W. Kheel, the prominent New York attorney and labor
mediator, created a partnership to construct a resort and real estate community that respects the
natural habitat of Punta Cana while offering a world-class vacation experience. Maintaining a
dedication to sustainable tourism, Puntacana Resort & Club has since grown to encompass over
26 square miles and now includes Tortuga Bay; Six Senses Spa; the PUNTACANA Ecological
Foundation; five residential communities (Corales, Hacienda, Marina, Tortuga Bay and Arrecife);
a full-service marina; nine restaurants; a shopping village; two 18-hole golf courses; and Punta
Cana International Airport, a modern facility that incorporates innovative and eco-friendly
design. In 1997, Julio Iglesias and Oscar de la Renta joined the Group as co-investors and have
made Puntacana Resort & Club their home. Currently, Punta Cana is the most highly visited
Caribbean destination and is easily accessible from all over the globe. For more information, visit
www.puntacana.com.

