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Extraoroimary

Golf Escapes

by Nina Africano

s the fall season goes from “brisk” to “I-can-

see-my-breath,” golfers start to think about

their next getaway. As always, Elegant
Accents is on hand with ideas for an elegant exit
from the cold temperatures.

L ocated on the Dominican Republic’s spectac-
ular eastern shore, Puntacana Resort & Club
unveiled its new Corales Golf Course in April,
2010 with a gala event attended by the president
of the Dominican Republic, Leonel Ferndndez;
fashion designer extraordinaire Oscar de la Renta;
and proud architect, Tom Fazio. Surrounded by
multi-million dollar homes, Corales is the jewel
in this residential/resort community where celebs
like Julio Iglesias, Mikhail Baryshnikov, and Mr.
de la Renta come to get away from it all.

With six spectacular oceanfront holes, Corales
is already attracting golfers from all over the world.
As Tom Fazio describes it, “Corales encompasses
a dramatic blend of captivating vistas, ocean
cliff-side holes, rolling inland terrain and salt-water
lakefront green sites, with a memorable mix of
variety and strategy.”

The round starts out with a straightforward
par 4; it's not until the 399-yard, par-4 8th hole
that the full force of nature hits you. Both the drive
and the approach shot must fly across ominous
coral outcroppings and hold the line against a
strong breeze that may help or hurt. You'd best
figure out the wind before pulling a club onmine,
a 209-yard par 3 that usually plays considerably
shorter—but it takes guts to pull a short club to
carry across the crashing waves. Distance here is
key, as the shallow strip of green slopes away
sharply on either end.

Holes ten through fourteen turn inland, but
Corales is just getting ready for the big finish,
Sixteen is a 461-yard par 4 that plays dead against
the Trade Wind—and you’d have to get out pretty
early in the morning to reach the last three holes,
dubbed “El Codo del Diablo” (the Devil’s Elbow),
before the breeze picked up.

The 214-yard par-3 17th is just one reason
Fazio had to grass the fairways and greens al
Corales with eco-friendly, salt-water resistant
paspalum supreme; as waves break on the coral
rocks, you can taste the salt spray on the damp-
ened 17th green,

The 448-yard, par-4 18th has been described
by Tom Fazio as “one of the most challenging
and exciting finishes I've ever created.” More
than a dogleg right—it’s practically a horseshoe
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At Puntacana’s Tortuga Bay Villas, just a stretch of white sand beach separates you from the amazingly blue Caribbean Sea.

Tortuga Bay's spacious Suites, Villas, and Homes range from two to five bedrooms, making
Puntacana Resort & Club the perfect place to reconnect with family and friends.

seventeenth green, attest to the foolhardy optimism in
every golfer, the little voice that says, “I bet | can hit
from there.”

Corales is just one of the oceanfront courses at
Puntacana; the 7,178-yard La Cana Golf Course is a P.B.
Dye design with four seaside holes. Set to open in 2011
is a second P.B. Dye design, the Hacienda Course.

More than just a golf destination, Puntacana Resort
& Club is an experience in elegance, with miles of
sandy  beach,” swimming, tennis, kayaking, the Six
Senses Spa, eight first-rate restaurants (four of which
enjoy ocean views), and five-diamond service that starts
with your complimentary pick-up at Punta Cana
International Airport (just seven minutes away).

Stay at the Puntacana Hotel or in one of the one- to
four-bedroom suites in the Villas of Tortuga Bay
designed by Oscar de la Renta, with coral stone bath-
rooms furnished with sunken Jacuzzi tubs and Fretté
linens, Be sure to book the Puntacana Golf Experience
package, which allows visitors access to the otherwise-
private Corales Golf Course. The four-night plan

circumscribing a rocky and turbulent section of the coast. Extra includes accommodations in a Junior Suite, daily breakfast and
tees built along the shoreline, including one right next to the lunch, one round of golf at Corales, and two rounds at La Cana
for $595 per person per night. Call (888) 442-2262 or go to
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