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OUR EXPERT

Oreren Blackhurstisa
former editor-in-chisf
of Golf Prek magamine.
Hewas cnthe 16th

gre=n with the plaperns
wheen Europe won the
Byder Cupin 2008.

'Playing golfin Punta
Cana was astudy m
‘breathtalimg huorury.
In shart, 's galf for
the dscerning, well-
beselesd pllayer”

= The Colle

'I terrifie

Ve Orween Black luirst

Purta Cana, Bpen. Sinking Further into the Jacuzsi clutching
a cigarthe size of Corowall and an eye-watering Cuba Libre,
1 watch as the roaring sun melhts to black over the distant
maourtairs and decide that Christopher Columbus should be
given a posthumous seard for services to golf.

1w in 1452 that his vessel, the Santa Maria, firstlanded on
the morthwest coast of the islhind he ramed Hispaniola — bwa-
thirds of which is pow the Dominican Republic. Despite a
tricky start to life as a tourist destination, plagued by food
hygier= problems, the lackofa direct non-charter flight from
the UK and a reputation as ‘the budget Carbbean’, the country,
ard Punia Cara in particular, is mow out of short trousens and
ready to dioe at the top tahle of Toxary golf trawel.

Tom Fazio, Jsck Nicklasus and Mick Faldo are & few of thehig
dogs of internistional course anchitecture to have rolled into
PuntaCana and left thesrbranded pirs oo the map, Throwin the
glomious weather, the new teice -weskhy Briish Airsays flight
ta Punta Cana airport and the suprems levels of service at
Punta Cana's uber high-end resorts, and you can see why
Calurcbrus deserves the award.

[doo't know about your galfing proclivities, but ['m & socker
fiar am el evabed par-thres, acd the 1Tth bale of the Nick Faldo
Legacy Course at Roen Ei is among the grastest and most
aesthetically pleasing short holes that 've played — and that
includes the 17th at Sawgrass apd the Postage Stamp at Raoyal
Tropa. In fact, the coumnse a5 5 whale is an absohibes bedter,

C BRI rages

A To bookor for more information, go 1o ba.comythecollection or call 1844 453 07532




Starting fairly moderately, it shows me its band at the third,
uses the sarme hand to slap e oover 13 holes surronnded by
jmigleand swamps and then, as [climb to the top of the hill that
houses the te=s for both. 17 and 18, makes & fist and delivers &
brutal uppercut ko oy sens=s in the form of crasting wees,
Pggedrockfi ioos and an undulating green that lies 100
bereath me With comstnaction af the botel abowe the: 18th s=t for
completionin 2011, Roca Ki is s=t for bigger and hettar things.
s far asthe Jocals are concemned, tourism has been a force
for geod in what is still an underdeveloped country. Wages
are pising and increassd opportunities guaranbes that more
Dormimicans can stay intheir own country bowork. A progressive
and increasingly eco-fiendly structune is in place, with the

FLIGHT TIME

10 bours, 45 minuwes

BONUS BA MILES

5,000 - 10,000 {see pags 5
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£

I'wice aweek (Mon, Thurs. From end of March: Thurs, Sun

BOOK NOW

Co oha som/iherollecton or phons 0844 493 0753

biig hate] chains realisicg that there is po poiot buiding a
cancrete jungle when you are ble ssed with & real ooe. As Roth,
my local Amstar guide and surrogate Carbbean mum tells
me, Trees do not make usmoney, but they do give us life”
Mowhere is this more in evidencs than st the stunning
Footacans Resort and Club. Miles of coastlioe house the
calanial suites, private residences and erological reserve that
make up this palatis] resoet. Parpart of my visit | stay in ooe of
the villas at Tartuga Bay, the jewel iothe crown - if [ dhad the
chaice, I'd have moved in for etemnity. The Clinbons ame regualar
visitoes, and 1 architect FB ‘san of Pete’ Dye liked the:
phace somuch that be Fves here p by Healso designed

the an-site La Cana cournse, & study in how to waork wich what >

[2r]]




Detalls Hale 17, Nick Faldo
Legacy Course at Rom Kl
Statistics Parthree, W8 yak.

How to play It Hang a wedge

aut bathe rads anthe Aght and

walrh it dift oo the green. & spbd

twa-putt wil take care of the st =

Detalks Hale 7, La Cara

Statistics Parfour 326 yands.

How to pilay It The fun way 510 mature has pravide d t o create a challenging layout of immerse

hi-overthe palm teses and try and beeauty. The cosstallocation also gives me the appartanity to

drive the green, but o sme s dunk moy head in the sea and coal off from the 88°F beat.

the lay-up area for 2 dear route On oy firal day, after waking up at The Reserve at Faradisus

wathefag. Palrma Rieal, 2 glarious boutigue hotel and home of the haloany
Jarurzi that ] considered bringing home a5 excems baggage,

Detalls Hale 10, Cooatal 1 meet Futh and head off fora rapid 36 holes. First stop is the

Statistics Par-five 622 yards. oeighbouring Cocotal course, a track that requires a mix of

Howr to pilay 1t Driver thes-
wood, severt-nan, good chip and
anerveless putt in a nuishel i's
ever 556 yands off the white bees,
and thewind & Inyour fae.

‘brwn and brain to evoid the monstrous firsay bunkers and
attack the boutal pin positions. Pallowing that, 1 race to the
Pumnta Blapca T, where a round with two Dominicans and
a gy from Lenzarate — wha have moved ta Punts Cans for
the opportumities offered in their respective fields: ovil
ineering, public relation s and hotel — goes

Detalls Hale 5, Punta Blanca same way bo illustrating why Punta Cana no langer suffers in
Golf dub comparison bo the rest of the Caribbean.

Statistics Par-four 479 yands They love the aren, are proud of the buge strides made in
How to pilay It You havetohit a recent years and know that they have all of the required assets
qoad dive hiere fobowed by some to gamn & permanent dinner reservation st that prestigions
salid approach play. Waterlurs a golfing head table. Put it this way, I've played golf in every
the right and back of the green. comer afthe globe and luxuristed in fthe finesthobels,

Tzt the quality of the conrsss, fram cut of Birway bo comdort
of locker room, the opulence of the resorts and owerriding air
of relaxation mean that 'm already badgering my wife
spend Christrnss 2010 with e in Purta Cans. . .

A To bookor for more information, go to bacomythecollection or call 0844 452 0753
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THE COUNTRY

IS OUT OF SHORT
TROUSERS AND
READY TO

DINE AT'THE
TOP TABLE OF
LUXURY GOLF

INSIDE VIEW

Brieh Alrways Destinatian
Manager, Canbbean

CLATRE BUCK LAND

of the best Ive seen In this part of
the world. Add to that the great
feod and the Incredible fendliness

There's an unexpected ddeta

the Daminican Republic k has
luxury resoris on a par with ather
Carbibean Islards but withaut the
crowds, and the beaches are same

of the Daminkzan pecple and tm
happy to say this delightful gem of
an Bland & one of my favourkes.
Dot leave it koo lang before you
00 — word will scan get out.

WHERE TO STAY

Park your clube in these lnxmry hotels,

TORTUCGA BAY

ZOETRY AGUA

Renawred loca desgner Oscar de b Renta hias
raided his Dominkcan hertage to dedgn the vilas

# this enclusive mtreat. Ceher features Indude the
servie af a personal condleme and axes to the
S Seraes Spaand La Cana GaF dub.

7 righisfrom £3 799 per persan flving In Cb
‘Wearld Indudes free WP retum alrpeart frarsfeg raom
upsgrade F avallhle, fdt, Champagne and massage.

The Erdless Privieges™ at this 53-sukie dl-
Induske resart Indude urlimied mdtalk and
mmpdimentany reburm Arpart transfers. There ane
three goarmet restaurants and a wide varety of
actiles an offer, nduding yoga, tennk, wine
tasting, malery dasses and Spankh lessans.

¥ nights from £2,57% per persan fiving In dubweard
Indudes 30 per cent discount. Book by 30Apdl.

THE RESERVE AT
PARADISUS PALMA REAL

IBEROETAR CRAND HOTEL
BAYARO

This ukre-leuious aolecion of privabe sukes has
three ewchasive 3 b carte restaurants and a private
beach with ful condenge service. Guests can alsa
use the main resart faclies, Including the vHispa
arvd the Cocatal Galf & Country Club. All ndusive.
7 righisrom £3, 299 per person fiying In Cub

‘Warld Indudes 10 per cemt dcourt, free spa

treatment and Ee of goif buggy. Book by 30 Aprl

There are 274 wites atthls Greo-Roman style,
adufts-anky, alHnduske resart. Ane dining cames
fram a cholce of four &b carte restaurants affering
Izpanese teppanyak), dassic Amencan, Imemational
gaunmet fare and alan oulsire. There are fve bars
and the 18-hale go¥ murse was desigred by PA Dye.
7 nights fram £2,339 per person firing In Cb
‘iarkd. inchudes 2 free rounds of goif

Forrmeore on hotel offers or to book, visitba comythecollection or cal 0844 492 0753
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