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Bent vs. bermuda:
- The great debate
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2 facility at Corales Golf Course in the Punta Cana
ican Repubic is the envy of regional goif courses.
multiple ;utmm ] |
employees; a fraining room; an air- |
tmtﬂli oned, enclosed grinding room and a separate bullding and area
for emplweas fo have lunch. Photos by Seth Jones
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1 sorales Golf Course maintenance facility sets a new standard for the Carlbbea
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Four years later, Diaz, a 15-year Class A GCSAA member, still has
colleagues ask him what he did to get such a fine facility.

Top: (Left to right) Julio Diaz, superintendent; Tom Fazio, designer; Jay Overton, golf professional; and Tom Marzolf, associate designer, have a last-minute meeting about
course details at Corales. Top center: A picturesque view of No. 9 green at sunset from the clubhouse. Top right: Though there aren't restrictions on wash areas like there
are in the United States, Diaz and his company wanted to set the bar for Caribbean wash stations.

Above left: Assistant superintendent Chris Munoz (leff) and Diaz in early 2008, during grow-in of the course. The two are standing on what is now No. 18 green. Above cen-
ter: No. 8 during construction in 2008. Above right: “We had great support from Tom Marzolf and Fazio Golf. (Marzolf) gave us all the support you can imagine,” Diaz says.
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hen it came time to draw the plans for
the 22,000-square-foot maintenance fa-
cility at Corales Golf Club in Punta Cana,
Dominican Republic, Julio Diaz, superin-
tendent of the course, told the planners
to draw him his dream building.
He didn’t expect what happened next.
“We got it,” he says with a laugh.
Four years later, Diaz, a 15-year Class A GCSAA
member, still has colleagues ask him what he did
to get such a fine facility. The fact of the matter is,
when your company owns the world’s largest pri-
vately owned airport (Punta Cana International Air-
port) and your resort is named “Golf Resort of the
Year” by the International Association of Golf Tour
Operators, you tend to get what you ask for.
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