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Caribbean
couture

The line between indoors and outdoors
blurs at this luxurious seaside gem

APHY / BRUCE BUCK

1e Tortuga Bay experience begins at the Dominican

R‘cpublic’s Punta Cana International Airport, where

visitors are personally whisked through customs and

driven to the resort enclave just a few miles away. The
short trip from airport to resort is intended to be seamless for
the guest, and once on property, the theme of scamlessness
extends to the architecture and design as well.

Designed entirely by Oscar de la Renta, the ultra-exclusive
Tortuga Bay is a nod to the simple serenity of its surroundings.
Opened in December 2005, the resort is nestled into the Pun-
tacana Resort & Club along the eastern shore of the Domini-
can Republic. Tortuga Bay’s 15 beachfront villas, restaurant,
pool, walkways, bars and public spaces merge seamlessly into
their quiet Caribbean surroundings—and that’s no accident,
according to de la Renta.

The noted designer has called his vision for Tortuga Bay
one of “unrestricted simplicity” that complements the beauty
of the environment, and doesn’t interfere with it.

The villas take center stage at Tortuga Bay. All of the

one- to four-bedroom configurations feature not only a color

palette chosen by de la Renta,
but furniture and casegoods
designed by him as well, to echo
the natural surroundings. Warm
saffron shades characterize the
villa exteriors and bedroom inte-
riors, while white trim provides
a simple framework for the blue
skies outside. Light wicker and
rich mahogany hardwood set off
the understated cream tones of
the bedding and softgoods.

Tortuga Bay belongs to The
Leading Hotels of the World
and Virtuoso Hotels & Resorts.

De la Renta, a Dominican
native, is a co-developer of the
Puntacana Resort & Club,
including Tortuga Bay.

-- Stephanie Ricca
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